
Wine Grapes,
Style 

Looking out over his field during a beautiful West 
Texas sunset, Brent Hogue, a farmer in Terry 
County, admires the color starting to show after 

a long, dormant season.  
“It’s a beautiful sight,” Hogue said, “but I am also 

very nervous this time of year.” 
What could Hogue be growing in West Texas 

to give him that feeling? No, it is not cotton, or 
sorghum, or wheat. Hogue is growing wine grapes. 

Most look out across the vast, open space in the 
High Plains of Texas and see nothing but blowing 
dirt and tumble weeds. But, according to the Texas 
Wine and Trail Magazine, the High Plains region is 
actually the leading producer of grapes in the entire 
state.

“Grapes don’t just grow anywhere.” Hogue said. 
“It’s pretty cool to see that the land I grew up on and 
the land I have seen cotton primarily grown for so 
many years, is actually one of the prime spots to grow 
grapes in the world.”

According to Andy Timmons, a 10-year grape 
grower in Terry County, there were approximately 

150 acres of grapes in Terry County in 2005, and 
now, there are more than 2,000 acres. 

“Texas grape growers are about 10,000 acres 
short of supplying every winery in Texas with 100 
percent Texas grapes,” Timmons said. “We are 
shooting for 10,000 acres here in Terry County.” 

So why are so many Texas farmers adding wine 
grapes to their farm portfolio? With the drought 
in West Texas, and the low prices for most of the 
traditional row crops like cotton or peanuts, grapes 
seem to be the perfect way to go.  According to 
Timmons, the high elevation of the High Plains 
makes for hot days and cool evenings during the 
growing season, which mimics the climate of some 
of the world’s most well known grape production 
areas, such as Italy or France. The daily temperature 
change in the region allows the grape vine to cool off 
without having to use energy to cool itself during the 
night. 

Timmons said the soil in Terry County is 
primarily two feet deep with a caliche layer 
underneath, which helps hold the nutrients for more 
prosperous grape vines. Additionally, excessive 


